
YEAR  5  WRITING COMPOSITION OVERVIEW 2025-26 

 AUTUMN TERM  SPRING TERM  SUMMER TERM 

Theme Monsters of the deep Beware, beware. What do you think? 

 

 

Literature to 

support unit of 

work e.g in 

Active Reading, 

Reading as a 

Reader and class 

reader. 

 

Unit 1: Defeating a monster – Beowulf 

Class Reader: Beowulf / Wolf Brother 

 

● Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo  
● Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan  
● My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Gannett  
● The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman 

● Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll 

● The Cobbler of Krakow 

 

Unit 2: Persuasion text –  

Class Reader: Floodland 

● Here we are – notes for living on planet Earth by Oliver Jeffers - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgJzUet0-uE  

● Belonging – Jennie Barker 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VgdpSCbo1Q 

● The Window – Jennie Barker 

 

Unit 3: Meeting tale – This morning I met a whale 

Class reader: Room 13 by Robert Swindells 
 

● The Promise by Nicola Davis - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynMTWupOQJ4  

● One World by Michael Foreman 

● Poppy, Waldo and the Giant 

● The Lost Thing by Shaun Tann 

 

 

 

Unit 4: The Highwayman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEEHihQ3CPk 

From a Railway Carriage – Robert Louis Stevenson 

The truth about Humpty Dumpty 

 

Unit 5: Warning tale 

War of the Worlds (audio version) 

Matilda: Who told Lies, and was Burned to Death 

Varjak Paw by SF Said 

Wolves of Willoughby Chase – Joan Aiken 

 

 

Shakespeare Week: Macbeth 

 

https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/downloadable-

plans 

 

 

 

Unit 6: Discussion text –  

● When the Mountains Roared by Jess Butterworth  
● The Wolves of Currumpaw by William Grill  
● A Boy and a Jaguar by Alan Rabinowitz  
● Wild Animals in Captivity by Rob Laidlaw 

 

 

Unit 7: Story with a flashback 

Tom’s Midnight Garden – Philippa Pearce 

Phoneix by S. F Said 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz  

Varmints by Helen Ward   

Tales from Outer Suburbia by Shaun Tan  

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dodd 

 

Visual stimulus  Peter and the Wolf animation –  

Cold write: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZX_fuAcS58  

 

Image of Beowulf                   

 

Jabberwocky – 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLQos7-Vq8M 

                                                    

Images of plastic pollution in the ocean 

 

Nature is speaking video by Julia Roberts - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmVLcj-XKnM 

 

There’s a Rang-tan in my bedroom 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyOAKLC7fPc 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryu1JZiSbHo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEEHihQ3CPk 

 

 

 Anthony Browne – Zoo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T07u0AggVsg 

 

Fiction/non-

fiction 
Fiction Non-fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non- fiction Fiction 

Genre/Plot 

structure 

Defeating a monster 

 

Persuasion Meeting tale Newspaper report A warning tale Discussion text - balanced Suspense 

Model Text 

 
Beowulf Protect the whales 

before it is too late 

This morning I met a 

whale 

The Highwayman The canal Should animals be kept in 

zoos? 

Kidnapped (Pie 

Corbett) 

 

Foci 

(Toolkits) 

 

1) Action 

2) Description: Hero and beast 

 

ACTION TOOLKIT: 

PERSUASION 

 SETTING DESCRIPTION 
RECOUNT 

Create recounts for a wide range of 

purposes with varying degrees of 

SUSDPENSE/WARNING TALE 

DESCRIPTION;SETTING 

 

DISCUSSION TEXT 

● Write openings to introduce 

the reader and explain why 

Story with a flash 

back – suspense 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgJzUet0-uE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VgdpSCbo1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynMTWupOQJ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEEHihQ3CPk
https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/downloadable-plans
https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/downloadable-plans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZX_fuAcS58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLQos7-Vq8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmVLcj-XKnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmVLcj-XKnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyOAKLC7fPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryu1JZiSbHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEEHihQ3CPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T07u0AggVsg


Use a character’s reaction or the 
author’s comments to show the 
effect of a description, e.g. Joanna 

shuddered. 

Infer the character’s feelings (show 
don’t tell), e.g. Moving closer, 

James’ eyes widened as he gasped. 

Suggest the character’s attitude 
linked the action e.g. Trembling, 

James clenched his fists and 

demanded the ghosts left him 

alone. 

Mirror the character’s feelings 
through the setting, e.g. The murky 

water lay dead before him. 

Push for vocabulary that powerfully 

connects to the desired mood and 

feeling, e.g. mocking, dominating. 

Use speech to advance the action 

and show emotion, e.g. “Come 
back you scoundrel!” 

Use repetition to build tension 

whilst advancing the action, e.g. 

Towards the lake… Towards the 
bowl… Towards my fish! 

Show action by describing what 

happens and reactions. 

 

Characterisation toolkit: 

 

● Use a name to suggest the 

character, e.g. Mr Hardy [strong 

and tough], Miss Honey [gentle]  

• Drop in a few details to suggest 
character, e.g. Mr Simons, gripping 

his cane, glared at the two boys.  

• Show (not tell) how characters 
feel by what they do, think or say: 

“Get out!” he snapped, slamming 

the door. (to show anger)  

• Reveal a character’s thoughts, 

e.g. He hoped that he would find 

his way home.  

• Use other character’s (or the 
narrator’s) comments or reactions, 
e.g. ‘Tracy’s upset again,’ 
whispered Jamil.  

Topic sentences, 

emotive language 

When assembling 

arguments:  

try to support views 

with reasons or 

evidence e.g. 

…According to the Daily 
Mail, more than 10,000 

homes could face 

demolition if a proposed 

third runway is built at 

Heathrow. 

offer and refute some 

counter arguments e.g. 

Now some people might 

object that…,  

disguise opinions to 

sound like facts e.g. In 

fact…, The truth is…, in 
what some would call 

the most important 

moment in..., It has 

frequently been claimed 

that…  

or (more rationally) 

make clear that these 

are your opinions e.g. I 

think.., in my opinion…,  

try to persuade using 

persuasive devices (see 

below),  

try to get the reader 

interested and on your 

side – appear 

reasonable.  

Make your reader think 

that the rest of the 

world, agrees with you 

e.g. Everyone agrees 

that…, We all know 
that…  

Use humour as it can 

get people on your side.  

Express possibility, 

speculation and 

conditionality, using 

modal verbs may, 

might, should, could, 

Choose a name that 

suggests something 

about the setting, e.g. 

Hangman’s Wood 

Show the scene 

through the 

character’s eyes – Jill 

peered round the shop. 

Use detailed sentence 

of 3 to describe what 

can be seen, heard or 

touched, e.g. Old 

carpets, dusty sheets 

and broken chairs 

littered the floor. 

Pick out unusual 

details to bring 

different settings alive, 

e.g. On the piano, 

stood a large cage 

containing a tiny 

dragon. 

Introduce something 

unusual to hook the 

reader and lead the 

story forwards, e.g. 

There was a letter on 

the doormat. 

Change atmosphere by 

altering weather, place 

or time and use 

metaphor and 

personification e.g. the 

wind moaned 

Reflect a character’s 
feelings in the setting, 

e.g. The rain poured 

and Gary sniffed. 

formality e.g. letters to friends; 

reporting facts accurately to inform 

others; an official police report  

Use recounts to explore alternative 

points of view e.g. from stories or 

linked to other subjects of the 

curriculum, writing in role as a 

character e.g. as an evacuee, a Greek 

hero etc.  

Use 1st and 3rd persons to recount 

and report, and as well as using past 

tense for narrating, experiment with 

using present tense, as in a sports 

commentary – explore the effects of 

changing from one tense to another.  

Create and use banks of specific and 

technical vocabulary (nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, subordinate clauses) to 

make meaning precise and accurate 

e.g. The tractors ran on diesel fuel and 

had specially designed caterpillar 

tracks to climb the steep inclines left 

by the quarrying…  

Use past tenses verb appropriately 

e.g. We climbed up the slope… (simple 

past); While we were climbing up the 

slope,… (continuous past);  

When we had climbed up the slope… 
(past perfect);  

We had been climbing up the slope 

while… (past perfect continuous);  

Use direct and reported speech 

appropriately:  

“Don’t put your fingers near the 
machinery”, said our guide; (direct) … 

Our guide told us to keep our fingers 

away from the machinery… 
(indirect/reported) etc.  

Vary sentence structure, length and 

type e.g.  

complex sentences to combine 

information effectively: we decided, 

without thinking about what might be 

inside, to force open the lid…  

Suspense Toolkit 

• let the threat get closer and 
closer  

• show the character’s 
feelings by reactions, e.g. she 

froze  

• include short punchy 
sentences for drama  

• use rhetorical questions to 
make the reader worried – 

Who had turned out the light?  

• use empty words to hide the 
threat – something, 

somebody, it, a silhouette  

• select powerful verbs – 

crept, grabbed, smothered  

• use dramatic connectives – 

in an instant, without warning, 

out of the blue 

hide the threat;  

• use an abandoned setting or 
lull the reader with a cosy 

setting  

• personify the setting to 
make it sound dangerous – 

use the weather and/or time 

of day to create atmosphere  

• make your character hear, 

see, touch, smell or sense 

something ominous • surprise 
the reader with the 

unexpected  

• suggest something is about 
to happen  

• reveal the character’s 
thoughts, e.g. She wondered if 

she would ever escape the 

darkness. • slow the action by 
using sentences of three and 

drop in clauses. 

you are discussing an issue 

e.g. Since last summer, 

people have been arguing 

about whether or not to 

build a new supermarket 

next door to our school. We 

think everyone should be 

clear about the reasons 

before a decision is made.  

● Give examples which move 

from the general to the 

specific: Most shoppers 

would agree that … One 
lady who has shopped in the 

town for many years told 

us… 

● Use indirect, reported 

speech e.g. It has been said 

that…, the local policeman 
told us that… 

● Vary sentence structure, 

length and type e.g.  

complex sentences to combine 

and compress information: 

Although the new store will be 

easier to drive to, it will cause 

traffic congestion around the 

school and increase the likelihood 

of accidents to children.  

Short sentences for effect e.g. No-

one wants this.  

Sentence openers: interestingly…, 
from our point of view…, Indeed 
there could even be…,  

Passive voice to sound more 

formal: It could be said that…,  

Conditional and hypothetical 

(if…then) sentences using the 
subjunctive ‘were’ If that’s the 
best they can offer…, If it were to 
be approved…,  

Use persuasive devices to press 

points – see toolkit guidance for 

persuasive texts Address readers 

directly from time to time to hold 

attention and draw them in to the 

arguments:  

Openings and 

endings: 

‘Hook’ the reader, e.g. 

Usually, Tim enjoyed 

playing in the park 

but… 

Use a contrast, e.g. 

inside/outside: 

Outside, the wind 

howled. Inside, the 

fire blazed. 

Use a dilemma, desire 

or unexpected event, 

e.g. Jo wept. 

Suggest something 

dangerous might 

happen (the ancient 

bridge shook) or has 

happened (smoke 

rose from the village) 

Dismiss the ‘monster’, 
e.g. Tim had never 

believed in ghosts. 

Create mood, e.g. The 

fog shrouded 

Use a ‘trigger’ to 
catch the reader’s 
interest, e.g. someone 

wants something; is 

warned not to do 

something; has to go 

somewhere; is 

threatened; has lost 

something; a 

mysterious parcel 

arrives. 

Use flashback or 

forwards 

End by showing what 

the main character 

has learned or how 

they have changed. 

Make a link back to 

the beginning. Have 

the author comment 

on events. 



• Use contrasting main characters 

& show how a character feels on 

the inside whilst pretending 

something else.  

• Show character development – 

how they feel at the start and end 

of a story, e.g. Mrs. Bonny 

frowned. [Opening] Mrs. Bonny 

turned to her new-found friend 

and smiled. (Ending). 

would etc. and adverbs 

perhaps, surely, 

possibly; phrases like 

provided that…, so long 
as… etc.  

Vary sentence 

structure, length and 

type e.g.  

complex sentences to 

combine and compress 

information: Although a 

decision is yet to be 

taken, there is already 

evidence showing that a 

new runway could 

damage the health of 

local residents, and 

might could even prove 

fatal for babies…  

Short sentences for 

effect e.g. No-one 

wants this.  

Sentence openers: 

interestingly…, from our 
point of view…, Indeed 
there could even be…, 
Passive voice to sound 

more formal: It could be 

said that…, Additional 
disturbance would be 

created by…  

Conditional and 

hypothetical (if…then) 
sentences using the 

subjunctive ‘were’ If 
that’s the best they can 
offer…, If it were to be 
approved…, 

Sentences with lists of three: …then 
the box, the shelf and the chair all 

came crashing down…  

Active and passive voices:  

Active: Jack left the ladder where it 

was. 

Passive: The ladder was left where it 

was [by Jack]. 

Active then passive: Jack pushed the 

gate but it had been fastened with a 

piece of wire [by someone else]. 

Subjunctive,/ conditional and 

hypothetical (if…then) sentences e.g.: 

If we had wanted (Had we wanted…) 
to take the dog with us, we could not 

have gone on the bus…  

Varied sentence openers…  

Questions and exclamations… 

inviting them to speculate: You 

may be wondering why…,  

asking questions e.g. How would 

you like to meet one of these 

creatures on your way home…  

using exclamations e.g. …and they 
smell horrible!  

Extend the range of conjunctions 

given in Y3/4 to link sentences 

and paragraphs interestingly, 

coherently and effectively. 

Including: addition: also, 

furthermore, moreover, etc. 

change of direction: on the other 

hand, however, although, 

unfortunately, despite etc.  

cause and effect: so that…,, owing 
to…,, due to…, etc.  

uncertainty: perhaps, it is possible 

that…, another possible reason… 
etc.  

comparison: equally, similarly, 

just as…, in contrast, whereas etc.  

Emphasis: most/least of all…, 
importantly etc.  

Make views sound more 

reasonable through use of modal 

verbs e.g. might/may/could be, 

and words and phrases that leave 

room for alternative views or 

contrary facts e.g. 

often/usually/commonly/mostly/t

end to/are likely to…  

Use a variety of phrases for 

drawing conclusions e.g. In 

conclusion…, to sum up…, Having 
considered…, In the light of…, 
given these arguments …, On the 
whole…, By and large…, In the 
circumstances…, All things 
considered… 

Scaffolded write  

(Warm 

Task/innovated) 

To write a defeating the monster 

story: 

Describe settings and characters 

Show characters reactions to 

events. 

To write a persuasive 

letter to address an 

environmental issue 

Write a diary entry – 

Ran-tang 

To write a newspaper report 

 

To write a warning tale. To write a balanced discussion 

text. 

To write a story 

with a flashback. 



Independent 

application (Hot 

Task) written 

outcome 

To write a defeat the monster story 

within the genre of a myth or to 

write an additional chapter where 

Beowulf fights another creature. 

To write a persuasive 

speech on why we 

should care for the local 

environment / 

endangered animals / 

recycle etc. 

To write a meeting tale 

e.g where the main 

character learns an 

important lesson. 

Could substitute the 

animal that the 

character meets and 

describe the reasons 

why that (endangered) 

animal visits. 

To write a recount/newspaper report 

using the stimulus of an event. 

To write a warning tale where 

the main characters ignore a 

given warning and find 

themselves in a dangerous 

situation. They learn a lesson 

at the end. 

Should… ? Children write a 
discursive text which answers a 

‘should’ question. E.g. Should all 
teachers be sent to space? Should 

criminals be sent to live on the 

moon? Should we take more care 

of our planet? Should Aliens be 

encouraged to visit our planet? 

To write a story that 

includes a 

flashback. 

Pre-assessment 

(Cold write 

opportunity for 

next unit) 

Can you write a persuasive text to 

get something you desire? 

Can you write a meeting 

tale? 

Can you write a 

newspaper report? 

Can you write a warning tale? Can you write a discussion 

text using a ‘should’ question? 

Can you write a story with a 

flashback? 

Can you write a 

defeating the 

monster tale? 

Additional 

writing 

opportunities 

(Short burst 

writes) 

To write a poem in the style of 

Jabberwocky 

Write a character description – 

hero 

Write a character description - 

monster 

 

Make a leaflet – Here 

we are.. inspired 

Create a poster to save 

a protected species/ 

promote environmental 

issue 

 

 

Describe a setting 

 

Spine poem 

 

 

 

 

Write in the style of Alfred Noyes 

 

Narrative of events 

 

Wanted poster 

 

Persuasive text – who is guilty of Bess’ 
death? 

 

Make setting comparisons – If 

I told you…no-one comes 

here… 

Create contrasting characters. 

Write a recount of an 

unfortunate incident. 

 

Research and write a non-

chronological report about an 

endangered animal. 

 

Spine poem 

 

Instruction writing 

 

News bulletin 

 

Prequel to a story 

Writing Across 

the Curriculum 

Lifecycle of a bird – Science. 

 

Recount of school visit    OR 

Explanation - Why do Christians believe Jesus 

was the Messiah? 

 

Leaflet – The Legacy of the Ancient 

Greek Civilisation. 

Instructions – How to make 

a Waistcoat. 

Discussion text – Who should 

be put on the back of a ten 

pound note? 

Poem – connected 

to Music – Leavers 

Song. 

 


