YEAR 3/4 --- WRITING COMPOSITION OVERVIEW Cycle B

AUTUMN TERM

SPRING TERM

SUMMER TERM

Theme

Dragons

Defeat the monster

North, South, East and west

Literature to support
unit of work e.g in
Active Reading,
Reading as a Reader
and class reader.

Unit 1: Kassim and the Greedy Dragon
Eragon by Christopher Paolini
The Island of Adventure by Enid Blyton

The Runner by Keith Gray

Grendel: a Cautionary Tale about Chocolate By David Lucas
Come Away from the Water Shirley by John Burningham

Unit 2: Northamptonn Ridgeback
Dragonology: The complete book of dragons by Dugald Steer
Animalium by Jenny Broom

Miss Daisy by James Carter

Pie’s Evidence of Dragons book

The Big Book of Bugs by Yuval Zommer

Unit 3:

George and the Dragon by Chris Wormell

Unit 4:

Pinocchio by Michael Morpurgo

Grimm'’s Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm
Jack and the Baked Beanstalk by Colin Stimpson
Rumpelstiltskin by Jacob Grimm

Jack and the Beanstalk

Cinderella

Unit 5:

The Spiderwick Chronicles by Holly Black
Nobody likes a goblin by Ben Hatke
Bambert’s book of Missing Stories

The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy

The Tunnel by Anthony Browne

The Mousehole Cat by Antonia Barber
The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield

Shakespeare Week

Twelfth Night
https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/12th-night-
home-2023

Unit 6:

North, South East and West collection of stories by Michael

Rosen

| Wanna New Room — By Karen Kaufman and David Catrow.
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus — By Mo Willems.

Unit 7:
Varjak Paw by S F Said

The Dark by Lemony Snicket

A Place called Perfect by Helena Duggan

Visual stimulus

Into the forest by Anthony Browne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKLXwj7s-1Y

Fiction/non-fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction
Genre/Plot structure
Warning/Journey Tale Report Instructions Warning Tale Portal story Persuasion Suspense story
Model Text Kassim and the The Northampton Letter to Mrs Griffiths to bu Zelda Claw and the rain
. P How to Trap a Dragon Elf Road Gas Mask v
Greedy Dragon Ridgeback an Alexa car
Foci Description: object/animal Dialogue Suspense
(Toolkits) Topic sentences to capture Have an interesting title Description setting: Description: Character Consolidate and extend the text

‘Show’ not ‘tell’ — describe
a character’s emotions
using senses or a setting
to create an atmosphere.
E.g. The shadow darted
forwards. Her skin
crawled.

Select powerful, precise
and well-chosen nouns,
adjectives, verbs, adverbs
that really match e.g.
rusted, overgrown,
smeared, smothered.

interest and define subject
at the beginning of a
paragraph.

More detailed definitions
e.g. of type, appearance,
where found, habitat and
diet for creatures,
purposes and uses for
materials etc.;

a range of interesting facts
and ideas about the topic
in a sequence which builds
up information logically;

to grab reader’s
attention

Consider sparing use of
adverbs and adjectives
for brevity and
precision

Experiment with varied
sentence order and
openings for emphasis
and effect e.g.
Carefully, place them on
the board before ...,
Use diagrams etc.
alongside text to clarify
meaning

Y2 Choose and decide how a
character feels, thinks or
behaves and show this
through what they say, e.g.
‘I'm scared!’

Take your characters home to end the ¢ Use speech verbs

story powerfully to show how
speaker feels — hissed,
squealed, roared,
whispered

¢ Use said plus an adverb to
show how the speaker feels
Use sentences of 3 to describe e.g. blue | —he said nervously
curtains, red carpet and a blazing fire. e Tagonwhata
character is doing while

Choose a name for and vary setting —
real, fantasy etc.

Try to ‘see’ it in your mind and use all
senses to describe i.e sight, sound,
smell, taste and touch

structure introduced in Y1/2 with:

an introduction

a main section setting out the
points in favour in a connected
sequence as a series of paragraphs.

Introduce points with a topic

sentence e.g. The first reason for...

a conclusion to round off e.g. We

look forward to your reply...

¢ et the threat get closer
and closer

e show the character’s
feelings by reactions, e.g.
she froze

¢ include short punchy
sentences for drama

e use rhetorical questions to
make the reader worried —
Who had turned out the

light?

* use empty words to hide
the threat — something,
somebody, it, a silhouette



https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/12th-night-home-2023
https://www.primaryshakespearecompany.org/12th-night-home-2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKLXwj7s-1Y

Use personification, e.g.
The bushes seemed to be
holding their breath.

Use metaphors and
similes to create
atmosphere, e.g. even the
tables froze.

Use alliteration to add to
the effect, e.g. Sally slept
silently. The dark, damp
dangerous wood

Use expanded noun
phrases to add intriguing
detail, e.g. The shaggy dog
at the end of the lane
begged on all fours.

Use empty words to hide
the threat — something

a conclusion leaving an
amazing, unexpected and
memorable fact to leave
the reader thinking.

Use a more sophisticated
range of generalisers and
signposts/conjunctions:
generalisers e.g. all...,
many..., the majority...,
typically..., Like most...,
always..., often...,
sometimes.., usually...

to add information: as well
as..., furthermore...,
additionally..., moreover...,
Not only...,

showing cause and effect:
because.., so..., as a
result..., due to..., this
means that...,

to compare: like the...,
similarly.., as with...,
equally..., in contrast to..,
etc.

for emphasis: most of all...,
most importantly..., In
fact..., without doubt.., etc.

Use correct punctuation:
commas to mark clauses in
sentences, commas for
lists, colons and bullets for
lists where appropriate

Use mostly present tense,
3" person in formal style
for an unknown audience.

Collect and use specialised
and technical vocabulary
linked to the topic:
originated, mammal,
rainforest; roman,
gladiator etc.

Use complex sentences to
combine information
clearly and precisely, and
vary sentence style and
length to keep the reader
interested e.g. Dormice
are small, nocturnal
rodents who can hibernate
for up to 6 months each
year, while the weather is
cold

Include introductions to
interest or hook the
reader e.g. These simple
directions will help you
to... Have you ever
wondered how to...?
Have you ever been
bored by...Well this
game will give you
hours of fun...

And conclusions to
wrap up and summarise
e.g. Follow these
directions carefully and
you will never need to...;
These simple
instructions should
enable anyone to...

Use appropriate
punctuation: commas
for lists, colons and
bullets, for points and
sub-points, new lines
and paragraphs etc. to
frame the sequence for
readers.

Use a range of add-on
and drop-in
phrases/clauses to
advise and warn e.g.
Without spilling it,
transfer the powder
to...; the next player,
who should have taken
a card already... ; First
climb up the beanstalk,
taking care not to...,
Use a range of
prepositions
appropriately to
indicate place, position
and time accurately,
e.g. in front of, behind,
beside, while etc.

Choose adjectives with care to suit the
mood e.g. Tall trees, bright flowers,
wooden bench.

Use ‘like’ and ‘as’ similes e.qg. like an
icicle

Include time of day and weather, e.g. it
was a hot night

Y3/4

Choose an interesting name for the
setting (Hangman’s Wood; Sandy Cove;
Crystal Castle) and vary the setting: e.g.
fantasy, sci-fi

Use an interesting detail as a ‘hook’. E.g.
Only one window was broken. His
window

Select the time of day and weather to
create an effect, e.g. thunder rumbled
through the darkness

Show how a character reacts to the
setting: Jo shivered.

Show the setting through the character’s
eyes, e.g. Jo looked round the room.

Use prepositions to extend descriptions
— below the hill; on top of the tower

Use change of setting, weather or time
to create a new atmosphere.

Suspense

Y2:

* isolate your character/s o in
darkness/cold o in a derelict setting
use scary sound effects, e.g. something
hissed o or show a glimpse, e.g. a hand
appeared ...

e show your character’s reaction, e.g.
she shivered

¢ use exclamations to show impact

¢ use dramatic connectives to introduce
suspense and drama — at that moment,
suddenly, unfortunately

Y3/4

e et the threat get closer and closer o
show the character’s feelings by
reactions, e.g. she froze

e include short punchy sentences for
drama

e use rhetorical questions to make the
reader worried — Who had turned out
the light?

speaking, using a ‘stage
direction’ — ‘No,” he
hissed, shaking his
head.

e e Useaspeech
sandwich, e.g. ‘Hello,’
said John, waving to his
friend. Then character
B replies, ‘Run for it’,
squealed Tim.
¢ Use dialogue to
suggest how a
character feels, thinks
or what they are like
and to move the action
forwards

And a few speech
punctuation rules:
e Write what is said,
starting with a capital
letter, and the punctuation
inside a speech bubble
¢ Burst the bubble to leave
speech marks round what is
said
e Start a new line for each
speaker
e Start the spoken words
with a capital letter
¢ If the sentence ends with
speech, put a full stop or !
or ? inside the speech
marks. If the sentence
continues, end the speech
with a comma

Bank and use a variety of
persuasive devices:

use of formal language: | am writing
to you....

Imperative, direct forms of address:
Surely you agree?

Repetition: Find us, find the fun...,
boasting and exaggeration:

Short sentences: Don’t wait...try it
now...,

Patterns of three: Make your own T-
shirt in 15 minutes: design it, print
it, wear it...,

Use complex sentences to combine
and compress information, create
emphasis and make the text more
interesting for the reader:

relative clauses e.g. This walkway,
which has the one of the longest....,

subordinate clauses: On the train
ride, as you cross the bridge, a red
signal will...

Use a wider range of conjunctions
and connecting phrases to:

Address and invite readers: See the
new..., Have you ever been... etc.

add information: as well as...,
additionally..., etc.

mark time and sequence: when,
after, as soon as..., etc.

change of direction: but, however,
although, etc.

e select powerful verbs —
crept, grabbed, smothered

¢ use dramatic connectives —

in an instant, without
warning, out of the blue




¢ use empty words to hide the threat —
something, somebody, it, a silhouette

e select powerful verbs — crept, grabbed,
smothered

¢ use dramatic connectives —in an
instant, without warning, out of the blue

Scaffolded write
(Warm Task/innovated)

Leah and the Wicked
Werewolf

The Scottish
Wilderness Unicorn
and children their
own mythical creature

How to Trap a Goblin

and children write their

own version

To write a different version of a
well known story - changing the
setting

The Brick that Spoke
and children write
their own

To write a letter to adults at
home to persuade them to do
something (CT write about
dogs)

To write a story with
suspense

Independent
application (Hot Task)
written outcome

To write a journey
story which recycles
the plot structure of

Kassim and the
Greedy Dragon

To write a report
about a mythical
creature

To write a set of

instructions on how to

trap a fairy tale villain

To write a different version of a
well known story — changing the
setting

To write a journey
story taking key
elements from warm
write

To write a letter to favourite
TV character to persuade to
come into school

To write a story with
suspense

Pre-assessment (Cold
write opportunity for
next unit)

To write a warning
tale using a picture
stimulus

Report on their
favourite animal

To write a set of
instructions on how to
trap

Write a Portal story

To write a journey
story using snowman
video stimulus

To write a persuasive letter to
Cinderella/Batman to come to
St. Andrew’s

To write a story with
suspense

Additional writing
opportunities (Short
burst writes)

Spine poem of dragon
or other villain
Settings
Descriptions of objects

Poetry
Description
Instructions — how to
care fora ---

How to make....(link to
topic work)

Character description

Diary entry from a character from
the story
Retell familiar story
Description of setting

Persuasive advert
Poetry
Setting description

Report

Spine poems of nocturnal
animals.
Description of nocturnal
animals.
Description of a setting
Show not tell of a
character

Writing Across the
Curriculum

To be updated
September 2026

To be updated September 2026

To be updated September 2026

To be updated
September 2026

To be updated September
2026

To be updated September
2026




