
YEAR 1 and  2 - WRITING COMPOSITION OVERVIEW Cycle A 

 AUTUMN TERM  SPRING TERM  SUMMER TERM 

Theme    

 

 

Literature to support 

unit of work e.g in 

Active Reading, Reading 

as a Reader and class 

reader. 

Unit 1:  

• The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy  

•  The Tunnel by Anthony Browne  

•  The Mousehole Cat by Antonia Barber  

• The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield 

• A river by Marc Martin 

 

Unit 2:  

• Scaredy Squirrel by Melanie Watt  

• Mia’s story by Michael Foreman 

• Charlie and the chocolate factory by Roald Dahl 

• The Hodgeheg by Dick King Smith 

 

Unit 3:  

• Through the magic mirror by Anthony Browne 

• Into the Forest by Anthony Browne 

• Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle 

• The Minipins by Roald Dahl 

• Leon and the place between by Angela McAllister 

• Alice in the wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

• The lion, the witch and the wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

• The Journey by Aaron Becker 

Unit 4:  

• Revolting Recipes by Roald Dahl George’s Marvellous 
Medicine by Roald Dahl  

• Sssh! We have a plan! by Chris Haughton  

• Little Mouse’s big book of Fears by Emily Gravett 
• How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth – Michelle Robinson 

 

 

Unit 5: 

• We found a Hat by Jon Klassen  

• The Little Red Hen by Mary Mapes Dodge 

 

Shakespeare Week A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 

Unit 6:  

• Traction Man by Mini Grey 

• Superwork – Julia Donaldson 

• SuperDaisy – Kes Gray 

• Hamster Heroes – Peter Bently 

• A SuperPower Like Mine – Dr Ranj 

 

Unit 7:  

• Supertato by Sue Hendra & Paul Linnet 

• Jack and the Beanstalk  

• Hansel and Gretel 

• The BFG by Roald Dahl  

• Rumpelstiltskin  

• Orion and the Dark by Emma Yarlett 

• Playground Rescue – Talk4Writing text  

 

Visual stimulus      Paw prints and fur found 

around the corridor.  

Vegetables wrapped in 

toilet roll.  

Fiction/non-fiction Fiction Unit 1 Non-Fiction Unit 2 Fiction Unit 5 Non-Fiction Unit 4 Fiction Non-Fiction Unit 6 Fiction Unit 7 

Genre/Plot structure Journey story  Recount Instructions Finding tale Report Writing Defeating the monster story . Non-Chronological Report 

Model Text 

 
The Magic Porridge 

Pot  

Goldilocks and the 3 

bears 

How to catch a giant Little Charlie All About Chimpanzees Rainbow Fish Recount linked to school 

trip. 

Foci 

(Toolkits) 

 

Year 1 

• capital letters 

• full stops 

• finger spaces 

• correctly 

formed letters 

• use the 

handwriting 

lines correctly.  

• Adjectives to 

describe 

characters and 

settings. 
Use a story opening 

 

 

Year 2 

Openings and Endings 

Toolkit. 

 

Year 1 

• capital letters 

• full stops 

• finger spaces 

• correctly 

formed letters 

• use the 

handwriting 

lines correctly.  

• Adjectives to 

describe 

characters and 

settings. 
Use a story opening 

Year 2 

Action toolkit 

 Instructional toolkit 

 

• Use a clear title starting 

with ‘How to…’ e.g. How 

to make a model 

lighthouse. 

• Have clear subtitles: 

What you need: / What 

to do: 

• Underline your title and 

subtitles. 

• Have a clear list of 

needed 

equipment/ingredient 

• Use bullet points to 

organise 

equipment/ingredients. 

• Use numbers or letters 

to organize steps 

Year 1. 

• Capital letters 

• Full stops 

• some sentences to 

include ? or ! 

• Use expanded noun 

phrases to describe.  

• Write a story with a 

beginning, a middle and 

an end. 

• Use inverted commas 

around words that 

characters say 

• Adjectives to describe 

characters and settings. 

• Use conjunctions  

Use repeated phrases  

 

Year2 

Report toolkit 

 

• an opening that 

introduces reader to the 

topic e.g. Dinosaurs are 

large reptiles which lived 

millions of years ago. 

• a number of chunks of 

information/facts about 

the topic e.g. Some 

dinosaurs ate meat. 

These are carnivores.…, 
Dinosaurs are extinct, 

which means they are not 

alive today …., The T-Rex 

was a large dinosaur. Its 

name meant king of the 

tyrant lizards… 

Character toolkit 

 

Use simple similes to 

describe e.g. He stood as tall 

as a tree  

• Use sentence or power of 3 
e.g. Santa was red, fat and 

friendly.  

• Use adverbs to describe 
how something does 

something e.g. She tiptoed 

quietly.  

• Describe your character 
using two adjectives e.g. a 

large, unfriendly man (This is 

a simple noun phrase with a 

comma to separate the two 

adjectives) 

• Opening to describe 

When? Who? What? 

Where? to create 

introductory 

sentences which 

capture the main 

event e.g. Last 

Thursday afternoon 

Mrs James took us to 

the fire station to see 

the fire engines.  

• A middle section to 

expand opening and 

describe events in 

detail, e.g. We went 

by coach after lunch. 

The fire officer, who 

was called Mr 



• Think about how the 

character feels/what 

the character wants 

before the story 

starts 

• Add more ways to 

start a story, using 

the ‘time’ starter 
‘one’, e.g. One day… 
One morning… One 
afternoon… One 
night… 

• Add in ‘early’ or ‘late’, 
e.g. Late one night… 
Early one morning… 

• Use ‘place’ starters, 
e.g. In a distant land… 
Far, far away… On 
the other side of the 

mountain… etc. 
• Use more time 

starters, e.g. ‘Once, 
not twice… Many 
moons ago… Long, 
long ago… 

• End by stating how 

the character has 

changed or what has 

been learned, e.g. He 

would never steal 

again.’ Or take your 

characters home. 

• Focus on action 

with a sentence of 

3 verbs, e.g. He 

ran down the 

lane, leapt over 

the wall and 

screamed! 

• Carefully selected 

powerful verbs, 

e.g. fell –> 

plunged, 

plummeted, 

tumbled, 

descended 

• Use adverbs to 

add detail about 

how a character 

moves e.g. She 

tiptoed quietly. He 

growled 

aggressively. 

Gently, the 

branches swayed. 

 

• Use similes to 

create 

atmosphere e.g. 

The trees lined the 

streets like an 

army. 

• Use 

onomatopoeia to 

interrupt and 

interject, e.g. 

Snap! 

 

• Use a range of 

dramatic fronted 

adverbials to 

advanve the 

action, e.g. At 

that moment… 
Suddenly… 
Unfortunately 

 

 

•  

• Carefully select bossy 

(imperative) verbs to 

clearly state what to do 

e.g. cut, bake, glue, fold, 

mix etc. Try to avoid 

general imperatives: get, 

put etc. 

• Use time 

conjunctions/signposting 

to clearly sequence the 

steps: first, next, after 

that, then, finally  

• Keep your sentences 

short, clear and concise. 

• Sparingly use some 

controlled adverbs and 

adjectives to help 

explain how to carry out 

a step, e.g. Carefully glue 

the bottle tops to the red 

card. 

Use diagrams, arrows, 

pictures etc. alongside text, 

where it helps to make 

instructions clear 

•  

Description of characters 

and settings 

 
• Use as and like similes 

• Use adjectives to describe 

people and objects 

• Describe the weather 

• Use 3 adjectives in a row 

• Use adverbs to describe how 

someone does something 

• Use alliteration 

• a conclusion with an 

amazing fact e.g. 

Although dinosaurs are 

extinct, birds we see 

today have evolved from 

dinosaurs. So there could 

in fact be an ancestor of 

a dinosaur in your 

garden! 

• Use conjunctions to link 

and add information: 

and, also, as well as etc. 

• Use well-chosen 

adjectives to denote size, 

colour, behaviour etc.: T-

Rex was a large, 

ferocious and powerful 

dinosaur…  

• Use prepositions where 

appropriate to show 

position and direction: 

behind, above, towards 

etc. 

• Use correct sentence 

punctuation and, for an 

amazing fact, an 

exclamation mark! 

• Write in the present 

tense and usually 3rd 

person to give text an 

impersonal and objective 

voice. 

 

 • Introduce bits of 
alliteration e.g. Sally slept 

silently 

 

•  

Bunday, showed us 

the fire engine. I sat 

in the driver’s seat 
then…. Next we 

looked at the ladders 

and hoses…Luckily 
there were no fires 

so… etc.  
• A conclusion to 

round it off, and 

show how it felt. 

When we got back to 

school my mum was 

waiting. I liked the 

blue flashing light 

and the siren but…etc  
• Use past tense 

consistently and 

correctly 

• Use a range of time 

signposts and 

conjunctions to 

sequence sentences: 

first, after that, 

when, but, then, so, 

or, because etc. Use 

technical vocabulary 

for accuracy e.g. fire 

engine, bucket chain, 

fire-breaker.  

• Choose adjectives 

and similes to add 

detail and precision 

e.g. brass nozzles, 

flashing blue light, as 

high as…  

• Add information 

using who/which 

(relative) clauses: The 

fireman, who showed 

us his helmet, said… 

 

Year 2 

Organise recounts in 

sequence:  

• Opening to describe 

When? Who? What? 

Where? to create 

introductory sentences 

which capture the main 

event e.g. Last Thursday 

afternoon Mrs James 



took us to the fire station 

to see the fire engines.  

• A middle section to 

expand opening and 

describe events in detail, 

e.g. We went by coach 

after lunch. The fire 

officer, who was called 

Mr Bunday, showed us 

the fire engine. I sat in 

the driver’s seat then…. 
Next we looked at the 

ladders and 

hoses…Luckily there were 

no fires so… etc.  
• A conclusion to round it 

off, and show how it felt. 

When we got back to 

school my mum was 

waiting. I liked the blue 

flashing light and the 

siren but…etc  
• Use past tense 

consistently and correctly 

• Use a range of time 

signposts and 

conjunctions to sequence 

sentences: first, after 

that, when, but, then, so, 

or, because etc.  

• Use technical vocabulary 

for accuracy e.g. fire 

engine, bucket chain, fire-

breaker.  

• Choose adjectives and 

similes to add detail and 

precision e.g. brass 

nozzles, flashing blue 

light, as high as…  

• Add information 

using who/which 

(relative) clauses: The 

fireman, who showed 

us his helmet, said…  

 

 

Scaffolded write  

(Warm Task/innovated) 
Rewrite own version 

of The Magic Porridge 

Pot 

Rewrite own version 

of Goldilocks 

Children write a set of 

instructions for catching 

another “baddy” 

Rewrite own version of 

Little Charlie 

Write a report about a 

subject of their choice / 

linked to class learning / 

connected curriculum.  

To write a sequel about 

what happens to Rainbow 

fish / own version of a 

finding tale.   

Write own account of a 

day at school 



Independent 

application (Hot Task) 

written outcome 

Children to invent 

their own story based 

on a journey story.  

Children to invent 

their own story based 

on Goldilocks. 

Children write a set of 

instructions for catching 

another “baddy” 

Children to invent their own 

journey story.  

Write a report about a 

subject of their choice / 

linked to class learning / 

connected curriculum. 

To write a sequel about 

what happens to Rainbow 

fish / own version of a 

finding tale.   

Children to recount their 

trip to Hammerton Zoo 

Pre-assessment (Cold 

write opportunity for 

next unit) 

Can you write a 

recount? 

Can you write a 

finding tale? 

Can you write a set of 

instructions? 

Can you write a character 

transformation story?  

Can you write a report? Can you write a defeating the 

monster story?  

Year 3 - Write  a journey 

story for your next 

teacher. 

Additional writing 

opportunities (Short 

burst writes) 

• Spine poem of a 

fox or another 

animal from the 

story. 

• Character 

description – 

Kassim.  

• Animal 

Description.  

• Postcard from a 

familiar place. 

• Description of a 

familiar place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Wanted poster 

for missing 

object.  

• Write a poem 

about the storm, 

to use in a 

setting 

description. 

•  

• Spine poem about a 

pirate/treasure 

• Character 

description of a 

pirate 

• Diary on board a 

pirate ship 

 

Descriptive paragraphs of 

their chosen animal before 

warm task. 

 

Diary entry in role as 

character  

 

• Fact File about their 

Superhero.  

• Short story about their 

superhero 

• Instructions – how to be a 

superhero/catch their 

superhero 

• Police Report – 

Character Description 

and Incident Report 

(Recount) 

• Fact File about their 

Superhero.  

• Wanted Poster for 

Villain 

Writing Across the 

Curriculum 

Write a postcard 

about a holiday in the 

past. 

Sentence writing in 

RE books. 

Instruction writing in RE – How to make a 

Christingle. 

 

Write about our local 

area walk looking at 

where the old school 

was in the village. 

Visit from Buster – 

non-chronological 

report about caring for 

Buster. Links to PSHE. 

Create a fact file about a 

minibeast – Science. 

-  

Fact file about Kenya – 

Geography. 

 


