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Tuesday 7™ October 2025

RE: Times Tables Focus

Dear Parents & Carers,
As a school we have declared 2025/2026 as the Year of the Times Table!

Knowing multiplication tables is crucial because it builds the foundational building blocks for all
other mathematics, enhances confidence, improves mental arithmetic, and provides skills for
everyday life. Fluency in times tables makes more complex maths concepts like fractions, algebra,
and division easier to learn and understand, reducing cognitive load and boosting engagement in
school.

With this in mind, we want all of our pupils to know all of their times tables, up to 12 x 12, as soon
as they possibly can. In 2021, the Department for Education introduced a Multiplication Screening
Test, which all Year 4 pupils have to sit to show their knowledge. Whilst this is a key milestone, we
do not feel that pupils need to wait for this to acquire this valuable knowledge.

So, we have set all the children the challenge of learning as any times tables as they can over the
coming months. To support this, we will be;

e Having lots of opportunities in school to practice

o We will be sharing top-tips for learning with pupils and adults

e Every child from Year 1 to Year 6 will have access to TT Rockstars — a website/app where
they will be able to play games, be involved in competitive events and monitor their own
progress

We know that children make more progress when school learning is consolidated at home so we
are asking you to support us to embed this key knowledge in all the children’s brains! We would
like you to;

Encourage your child(ren) to use TT Rockstars 2-3 times a week, or more

e Encourage you child(ren) to chant/recite/sing their times tables regularly
Ask your child random questions, ‘what’s 3 x 4?7’ to check they know the facts out of
sequence.

e Attend Fantastic Finish Friday (on a Thursday) on 23 October to see how they are
learning in school and support this at home too.
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Many of you will have learnt times tables off by heart when you were at school. This is what we
want our pupils to be able to do now. Having these key facts in their heads will empower them as
they face more challenging maths throughout their education.

The teachers will be monitoring the use of TT Rockstars and selecting, weekly, the most improved
or committed pupil from each class to be celebrated in our | ASPIRE worship on a Friday. Children

will even be able to demonstrate their budding rock star talent by rocking out during the worship if
they are selected for their class!

If you require any further information or advice in supporting your child, please do speak to the
Class Teachers who will be happy to advise. If your child does not remember their TT Rock start
sign-in details, again please speak to their class teacher.

| will keep you informed through the year of times tables, so we can all celebrate the anticipated
progress together.

Kindest Regards

VG 0 dha

Val Griffiths
Head Teacher
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