
READING 

Knowledge, Skills & Progress 

At St. Andrew’s CEVA, we aim to instill a love of reading in all our children. We give them the best start they can have through balancing 
learning to read with an enjoyment of books. It is our aim that all children become confident, independent readers with a good understanding 
of what they read in order that they are able to access the wider curriculum. 

National Curriculum expectations: 

The overarching aim of the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong com-
mand of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for pleasure.  

During year 1, teachers should build on work from the Early Years Foundation Stage, making sure that pupils can sound and blend unfamiliar 
printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. 

During year 2, teachers should continue to focus on establishing pupils’ accurate and speedy word reading skills. They should also make 
sure that pupils listen to and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books; this should include whole books.  

By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them 
accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. They 
should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation.  Pupils 
should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should 
also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects and learning to justify their views about 
what they have read. 

By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level 
with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce 
unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity.  

Pupils should be able to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, and should be able to summarise and 
present a familiar story in their own words. They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and infor-
mation. They should be able to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they 
have read. 














