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Knowledge, Skills & Progress 

Through a carefully crafted sequence, Sounds-Write starts by introducing students to one-to-one sound-

letter correspondences through the Initial Code.  

It then moves on to teach the complexities of the English alphabetic code through the Extended Code and, 
at the same time, students are taught how to read polysyllabic words.  

 

New learning is introduced within each unit but the programme is cumulative, so all of the previously taught 
content continues to be practised as the student progresses.  

Throughout this, students are trained to be proficient in the skills needed to read and spell effectively, name-
ly, segmenting, blending and phoneme manipulation, and are also taught explicitly the conceptual 
knowledge that is essential to make sense of the English alphabetic code:  

• Letters are symbols (spellings) that represent sounds.  

• A sound may be spelled by 1, 2, 3 or 4 letters.  

• The same sound can be spelled in more than one way.  

• Many spellings can represent more than one sound.  
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The following sections include overviews offering a basic example of the progression in each year group 
through the Initial and Extended Code units in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3.  
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