1

St. Andrew’s CEVA
Primary School
Issue No. 66
October 2021

St. Andrew’s CEVA Primary
Newsletter October 2021
Co-Headteachers: Mrs. D. Thompson & Miss M. Davidson

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you... Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
John 14:27
We are so proud of how well the children have settled into their new classes- they have
had a fantastic start to the 2021/22 academic year. We are particularly pleased with our
new Year R children who are quickly learning our rules and routines and are so happy to
be learning! This week, parents of most classes have had the opportunity to speak to their child’s class
teacher to find out how their child has settled in and to get an update on their learning and behaviour.
Please contact the school office if you have not yet managed to make an appointment and this can be arranged for you after half term.
This term, we have welcomed four new staff members to our team. Mrs. Willars is enjoying
her work as a HLTA (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) working with classes across the school.
Miss Darvill, Mrs. Tompkins and, more recently, Mrs. Cucuvanu have all joined the lunchtime
supervisor team. Unfortunately, we will be saying goodbye to our lunchtime supervisor, Mrs.
Susanu, who is leaving us just after half term. We thank her for all of her hard work and dedication over the years and wish her every success for the future. We are currently advertising
for another lunchtime supervisor to join our team- please see the school website or telephone the school office if you would like to find out more about the vacancy.
Both members of staff on maternity leave have been into school to visit us and the children have loved
seeing them and the new arrivals. Mrs. Causebrook has visited the Year 1 classes with baby Ellery as part
of their Connected Curriculum unit on toys. Mrs. Roberts, our Well-being Mentor, is enjoying being at home
with baby Rosie so much that she has decided not to return. Mrs. Spikings, who has been covering Mrs.
Roberts’ maternity leave, is delighted to stay and continue her role as Well-being Mentor.
We have also said goodbye Mrs. Lleshi, our Vice Chair of
governors, and Mr. Gjoza, a parent governor. We thank
them for their hard work and for giving up their valuable
time over the past years and wish them all the best for the future. Mrs. Aravinthan has joined the governing body as a parent governor and has a daughter
in Year R. If you are interested in joining our governing body, please contact
the school office for more information.
It has been a very busy term and one of our highlights has been celebrating
Harvest. Staff from the Weston Favell Food Bank were very grateful and
thankful to receive the very generous donations of food and toiletries from our
families.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has not gone away and we currently have children and members of
staff absent from school due to testing positive. We thank our parents for following the COVID19 government guidelines and for taking any child who shows symptoms for a PCR test. We
also advise that parents take their child for a PCR test if identified as a close contact of a positive case, including if a household member tests positive. If you child tests positive for COVID19, please let us know by emailing enquiries@standrewsceva.uk or by telephoning the school office.
We wish everyone a safe and restful half term holiday and we look forward to the many activities in the
next half term leading up to Christmas.
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YearRR News
Year
News
Where has the first term gone? The children have completed their first term and have risen to every
challenge and new experience.
We have recently started phonics sessions and the children
are already identifying these sounds at the beginning of words,
recognising the letters in books and the environment and attempting to use them to write words. When your child brings
home their reading book it is essential that you spend time
with them looking at the book together. If your child has a picture book, make up stories and encourage story language. If your child has a
book with words, then ask them to ’say the sounds, read the word.’ At this stage
in their development they need as much exposure to reading as is possible.

As part of Black History Month,
Year R have been looking at
how we are all different and
special. We listened to the story
‘I am Brave: A Little Book About
Martin Luther King Jr.’ By Brad
Meltzer, and spoke about their
dreams for the
future.

As part of our ‘All About Me’ topic, the children have enjoyed
walking in the local area and observing different types of
houses, painting portraits of themselves, talking about their
household and thinking about their favourite foods (linked to
healthy/unhealthy).
We have been lucky enough to
have visitors in to discuss their
jobs which has encouraged the children to
think about what they wish to do when
they are older. We were visited by a dental
nurse, musician, nurse and paramedic. We
now have lots of children
that wish to pursue one of
these careers. Thank you
visitors!
In Maths this term, we have been focussing on numbers to 5 and
more/less. We have been finding different ways to represent number—
numerals, dice, objects, Numicon, 5
frames and actions. When out and
about can your child find these numbers?

Nature Trail Tuesday. Next term we will be venturing into the local
environment every Tuesday. We will be looking at how the woodland changes as we step into Winter. The children will be observing the changes, looking for
wildlife and walking through the muddy puddles! So please send in their wellies and warm
coats each week!

We would like to thank those parents who are engaging in Tapestry.
It is wonderful to see and share your weekend news and your posts
linked to our learning. The children love to share with their friends
what they have been doing at home.

Friday is PE day. We are still losing items of clothing weekly,
so please make sure everything is clearly named!
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Year 1 News

The children in Year 1 have had a super term!
We have had a busy term learning lots of new things.
In English, we have been looking at journey stories. The children
worked hard to learn the text map of The Baby Mouse. They especially
enjoyed the drama sessions. The children have all created their own
versions of the story by changing the characters and adding adjectives
to make their writing more interesting.

We have also been learning a class poem:
Big Waves and Little Waves by Eleanor Farjeon
and we added actions.
Friday afternoons, we have
enjoyed having a Pen disco.
We have used music to
develop fine motor skills and
pencil grip to support their handwriting.

During Black History
Month, Year 1 have heard
lots of different inclusive
stories. They particularly
enjoyed Jamaica’s Find by
Juanita Havill

In Maths, we have continued to develop the children’s fluency in numbers, sorting, counting objects, and comparing. The children are becoming confident in using a range
of manipulatives to support their work, including ten
frames, counters and Rekenrek frames.

Teamwork has been the learning objective in PE this term.
The children have enjoyed working in teams to complete different
courses. Thursday’s PE lesson has been Yoga, focusing on
strength, flexibility, and breathing to boost physical and mental
well-being.
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Year22 News
News
Year
Welcome to Year 2’s newsletter!
Year 2 have settled in well and we have seen some great independence and
kind behaviour. We have all been working very hard.

Can party food be healthy?
This term, Year 2 have been learning all about organising a healthy
party. We have learnt about different materials and what being
healthy means. We have made party hats and experimented with materials to see how they change shapes. We even prepared our
healthy party food last week—fruit salad, a vegetable platter and
strawberry jelly! Last week, we were very lucky and we got to hold
our party altogether in the hall.

KS1 Multi Skills

A group of children were very lucky
this term to go on a KS1 Multi Skills
trip with Mr Reed and Miss Russell.
They showed great sportsmanship
and worked well as a team.

English
During our first week in Year 2, a mysterious
creature ruined our healthy picnic in the corridor. We concluded from the feathers left behind that it was a seagull that had flew in the from the window.
This led to us making inferences and learning our new text
map Little Charlie and the Lighthouse Keeper. We have all
written a journey story where our main character met a range
of animals! We are now learning about instructions and we
are hoping to write a set of instructions on how to make rice
krispie cakes before the end of half term.

Year 3 have settled fantastically into our Maths
scheme—Power Maths. We have been looking at
the place value of two digit numbers and have
started to add and subtract numbers. We have
used lots of concrete resources, such as counters
and Base Ten, to help us understand this.

Throughout October, we have
been celebrating Black History
Month by learning about influential black people from the
past. We learnt about Mary
Seacole and her famous journey to
help soldiers in the Crimean War.
We have also analysed the lyrics from
Sam Cooke’s, ‘A Change is Gonna
Come’.
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Year 3 News
Welcome to Year 3’s newsletter! All the Year 3 children have settled very well into KS2 and we have seen
some great independence and kind behaviour. We have all been working very hard and our page will give
you a flavour of what we have been doing!

This term, Year 3 have been learning all about electricity. We have
learnt about different electrical appliances and what life was like
before electricity. We have made electrical circuits and experimented with magnetic and non-magnetic materials. One of
our afternoons was spent testing out static electricity
by using balloons —some of us ended up with pretty funny hairdos! From this, we then
learnt about thunderstorms and how they happen. We have used musical instruments to
create the sounds of a thunderstorm and we have also used oil pastels to create a stormy
scene. We also had a visitor from the electrical distribution industry—Mr. Mann! He told us
all the ways electricity is generated and
how it reaches our homes,
schools and shops. Most importantly, we have learnt
about how to keep safe
around electricity.

Bright Sparks

Dragons!

During our first week in Year 3, a mysterious egg appeared in our classrooms. We concluded from its appearance that it must be a dragon egg.
This led to us learning about dragons
and using them in our writing. We have all written a
journey story where our main character met a mythical creature, even though they had been warned not
to! We are now learning about reports and will be
writing our own later on next term.

Black History Month
Throughout October, we have been celebrating Black
History Month by learning about influential black
people from the past. We have also learnt a poem about Rosa Parks, and performed this during poetry week.

Maths

Year 3 have been looking at 3 digit numbers up
to 1,000 and have started to add and subtract
numbers. We have used lots of concrete resources, such as
counters and Base Ten, to help us understand this.

This term, we have all been working incredibly hard and these children have already received their I-Aspire certificate for
showing some of our school values. Well
done to these children!
Ayrton, Emily-Louise, Fleur, Russell,

Sara L, Kelvin, Harley-James, Etzio,
Stephanie, Charlie Roy and Adora.

¡Hola!
Now that we are in
Year 3, we have started to learn Spanish.
We love our weekly Spanish lessons and
so far we have learnt classroom instructions, how to say hello and how to ask
someone how they are. Maybe you can
have a little practice at home and see
what your Year 3 child can remember!
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Year
News
Year 44 News
It has been a very busy term and we have been faced with lots of new challenges.
Connected Curriculum — Why do we see? How do we hear?
We have learnt how humans are able to see and how they hear. We have
learnt that light travels in a straight line and bounces off objects into our
eyes. Both classes have tested different materials to see which would be
the best to block the like so Edi can get a good night sleep.

Maths
Place value has been our focus
this term! We have learnt how to
round to the nearest 10, 100 and
1,000. We have also been using
base 10 and place value counters
to help us understand the value of
each digit!

Black History Month
In Year 4, we have been learning about the
Windrush story. The children leant that that the
Jamaicans travelled to England in order to seek
an improved standard of living and to see what
Britain was like. We discussed what it must have
been like for families to leave their home and
friends.

P.E.
We have focussed on invading
games. We have learnt how to keep
the possession of the ball and to
pass and dribble accurately. We
have been playing competitive
games during our sessions to develop our skills.

English
In English, we have been writing
Portal stories. The children have
had to take their character to a
new world and try to make sure
they get back alive.
We have learnt how to use fronted
adverbials, commas in a list, prepositions, similes and lots of new exciting vocabulary.

We have also learnt 18 new spellings in our daily Fast Spellings activity.
Spanish
We have learnt to say how old are you.
Ask me what else I have learnt!

In R.E. we have been learning what it is
like to follow God. We have found out
how Noah followed God and that he made
a promise to God. We have also discussed the promise we make in our own
lives and how this can be tricky sometimes.
This year we are having a reading competition
between Brixworth and Denton. Who can read
the most each week? This half term the winners are….
Denton!
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Year
News
Year 5
5 News
Welcome to Year 5
It has been great to welcome you all to Year 5 and report that the children have settled in very well.
We have had a very busy start to the
Autumn Term and the children have
enjoyed writing their Meeting Tales
and extending their understanding of
using description and different sentence structures effectively.

Atomic Tom
Year 5 was very pleased to be able to
welcome Atomic Tom into our classes
to deliver a Science lesson. He made
our learning really fun and we had a
great time making slime.

Black History Month has been marked with us
learning about some of the words of actions of
those who have instigated change.
We have discussed Martin Luther King’s famous
“I have a dream…” speech and researched other
famous people whose lives interested us.

Young Leaders
Mr Dalton was very impressed with the
attitude of our new Young Leaders at their
training session this term. I’m sure that
they will continue to be models of excellence for their peers and younger members of the school.
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Year 6 news
English

Connected Curriculum

This term in English we have been writing our own action and adventure stories. We have been working hard to
use show not tell and short sentences
for effect.

Our topic this term has been Out of this World.
We have been learning all about space and
made up our own silly mnemonics to help us to
remember the order of the planets. Here are
some of them:

Maths

My very energetic mouse just sat under

In Maths, we have been learning to
read, write and round numbers up to
10,000,000 and have been learning
how to do long multiplication and long
division.

nuggets!

My very exhausted mother jumps slowly
under necklaces!
Here are some of our space logos that we
designed in Art.

Black History Month:
As part of Black History Month, we
learnt about the lives of some inspirational people such as Harriet Tubman
and Rosa Parks. We learnt about their
lives and reflected on what we could
learn from them.
If you are interested in finding out more about
some more inspirational people, Year 6 recommend the following books by Vashti Harrison:

Well done to those children who have been awarded an I ASPIRE certificate
this term for all of their hard work.


Alfie H, Gabriele, Kayden, Kristians, Renae and Rae in Grendon.



Andrei, Erika, Myesha, Shannon, Anthony and Talia in Lamport.
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DIGITAL RESILLIENCE
Welcome to October’s Digital Resilience update, we want to thank you for your
continued support and we hope that you find this information useful.

St. Andrew’s CEVA Primary School

@St_AndrewsCEVA

For regular updates on how to keep safe
please follow us on our Twitter and Facebook
pages, where we share information regularly
on new apps & information. Or send us an
email where we can offer you further support
with the subject: ICT support.

enquires@standrewceva.uk

Simon Aston
North
Northamptonshire
Council

Why not listen to Northamptonshire Country
Council’s Digital Well-Being Expert Simon Aston? Identify tips with your child on the different
ways that they can keep safe online.

Last week Parent Zone released Digital Parenting Week. If you would like to take part with your
family here was one of the tasks that they set. You can find the others on our Twitter page!

Did you know that ChildLine have added a new feature to their
website? If you are worried about how to support a child who has
shared a sexual image or video of themselves, you can now use
their Report Remove tool to see if it can be taken down using:
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abusesafety/online-mobile-safety/remove-nude-image-shared-online/
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Pupil Absence:

Please make sure that your child’s absence
is reported before 9.30am.
Telephone 01604 406486 Option 1: State your child’s
name and class and reason for absence: it is very important that you give clear information on the nature of
illness, especially if it is COVID-19 related.
CALL BY 9.30AM PLEASE!

Pre-loved Uniform
We have lots of pre-loved uniform in school
that is available to purchase for 50p an item.
All items are clean and in good condition.
In September, if you would like
to buy a jumper, cardigan, polo shirt or other
uniform items please send an email using the
contact form on the school’s website:
www.northants.sch.uk stating your child’s
name, what item and size you are looking for
and if we have it in stock we will send it home with your
child for you to purchase.

WANTED - if you have any clean pre-loved uniform you
would like to donate please send into school ensuring it is
washed and all name labels removed—THANK YOU!

PLEASE DO NOT USE THE SCHOOL CAR
PARK ENTRANCE WHEN DROPPING OFF
OR COLLECTING CHILDREN!
Unfortunately some parents/carers are
still using the school car park entrance to
drop off their children in the mornings or
to turn their vehicles around.
This makes it very unsafe for children
crossing when coming into school.
Please be mindful and
help keep our
children safe!

