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What are the remote learning requirements for schools?
Schools have a legal duty to provide immediate access to remote education to pupils who 
are required to stay at home due to local or national restrictions.

How many hours of remote learning should schools provide?
The DfE has issued guidance on the number of hours of remote learning that should be 
provided each day.

The guidance states that the amount of remote education provided should be, as a 
minimum: 

Key Stage 1: 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger children 
(Year R)

Key Stage 2: 4 hours a day

Schools are required to ‘have regard’ to this guidance. This means that schools must take 
into account the guidance and the ‘expectations’ it sets in deciding what remote education to 
provide.

However, there is no strict legal obligation as to the quantity or quality of remote education to 
be provided. 

Do all lessons have to be recorded or live directed teaching?
No.  School leaders and staff will make a professional judgement about the amount of 
recorded or live directed teaching within their overall remote learning offer.  The DfE’s 
expectation is that a school’s remote education offer will include ‘recorded or live directed 
teaching’.  This does not exclude other methods of remote learning.

In fact, Ofsted has recently made it clear in the report, What’s working well in remote 
education’ (Ofsted, 11th January 2021), that ‘live lessons aren’t always best stating “Some 
think that a live lesson is the ‘gold standard’ of remote education. This isn’t necessarily the 
case.’  Their report emphasises that while digital learning and live lessons can be very 
powerful tools, they are not the only or the best ways to deliver remote learning or provide 
feedback to pupils.

School leaders are best placed to determine the blend of remote learning activities that are 
most suitable for their school’s phase, circumstances and context. 

Recorded online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by teaching staff at 
the school: other video lessons, such as Oak National Academy lessons for example, can be 
provided in lieu of schooled video content. Ofsted states in their report that ‘using recorded 
lessons produced externally can allow you to easily draw on high-quality lessons taught by 
expert subject teachers.



What common myths are there about remote learning?

In their report What’s working well in remote education’ (11th January 2021), Ofsted identifies 
unhelpful myths exist about remote education, which are not based on evidence.

These include that:

 remote education is fundamentally different to other forms of teaching/learning
 remote education is a different curriculum/offer to the content that would be delivered 

normally
 the best forms of remote education are digital
 the best way to deliver remote education is always through live lessons
 the most important thing is pupils’ engagement

The report concludes that none of these things are necessarily true. 

Remote education is not the same as digital education. Sometimes, it may be more effective 
to deliver remote education through worksheets or a textbook. All schools/colleges should 
have access to a digital platform so they can provide online education where that is the most 
appropriate method.

A good textbook can provide the curriculum content and sequencing pupils need. It can also 
be easier to access for some pupils. However, when using textbooks or worksheets it is still 
important to make sure that teachers can provide feedback and assess learning. Any 
worksheets should be aligned with the curriculum and provide meaningful work.

What have we done at St. Andrew’s?
 All children have log on details for Google Classroom, our digital platform, where they can 

access the learning that is happening in school remotely. This has been in place since 
March 2020, joining the new year group classroom in September 2020. Children who are 
unable to access the digital platform are provided with a Home Learning Pack instead.    

 We have reviewed our remote learning offer against the revised expectations set out in 
the recent DfE guidance and taken into account whether it is possible to meet those 
expectations in light of the range of circumstances facing schools at the current time, 
including:

 levels of staff absence 
 the number of pupils attending onsite provision
 problems in offering remote access to pupils without devices or internet connection

 We have updated our Remote Learning Policy according to the new guidance. This can 
be found on the school website. 

 We have written to parents outlining what remote learning provision we are making, our 
expectations and our rationale.


