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His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
We have all navigated through what must be one of the most challenging terms to make it to Christmas! Everyone has been affected in some
way by the events over the last few months and we pray for peace over
Christmas as well as a positive way forward in the new year.

We have been busy in school despite there being so many restrictions on visits/visitors and activities. Have a look at what all of the children have been up
to further in this Newsletter.
Mrs Spikings has joined our team. She is the Learning/Wellbeing Mentor to replace Mrs Roberts who is on maternity leave. She has had much experience in schools before and will hopefully get to meet most of the children over the next few weeks.
Mrs Roberts has had her baby; she is a healthy girl called Rosie. Both mum and baby are doing
well. Talking of babies, we have another baby on the way! Mrs. Causebrook is expecting a baby
in April, so she hopes to stay until the Easter holidays. We are currently advertising for a teacher for the maternity leave and will let you know when we have successfully appointed someone
suitable to cover the final term. Mrs. Owen, a teaching assistant in Year 1, has left the school
for a new job and a career change. We wish her all the best in her new role. We have appointed Mrs. Haskett to replace her in supporting Year 1.
We have tried to carry on doing some Christmas activities despite COVID-19. Year R have performed a Nativity and filmed it so that the whole school and Year R parents could watch it. You
can read more about it on Page 6. Christmas festivities and crafts have continued in classrooms , including our annual Christingle. Christingle means ‘Christ’s Light’. The custom of giving out lighted candles in these services began in Germany in 1747 but it wasn't introduced to
the Anglican Church in England until 1968. Christingles are made up of different
parts, each one being there to remind us of something.
•
•
•

The orange represents the world.
The candle reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world.
The red ribbon goes all round the world and being the colour of blood,
reminds us of the blood that Jesus shed when he died for our sins on the
cross.
• The four cocktail sticks could have either of two meanings; the four seasons or the four
corners of the world.
• The sweets and dried fruit remind Christians of God's gifts to the world including kindness
and love.
• The foil is so that we can reflect Christ’s light.
You can see more of our 2020 Christingle experience on Page 5.

We are still looking for a Parent Governor. If you might be interested in being a parent Governor, please contact the school through enquiries@standrewsceva.uk email, via the school website or telephone us and ask to speak with one of the Headteachers for more information.
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Information

Visitors:

All visitors will be expected to maintain social distancing and not enter the building if they are displaying any symptoms of COVID-19.They will also
be expected to a wear face mask or covering.

Pupil Absence Reporting:

Please make sure that your child’s absence is reported before 9.30am. Telephone 01604 406486
Option 1: State your child’s name and class and
reason for absence: it is very important that you
give clear information on the nature of illness especially if it is Covid-19 related.

CALL BY 9.30AM PLEASE!
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COVID-19 Information
Reporting positive cases of COVID-19 during the Christmas period
To assist with the COVID-19 pandemic, the government requires that all schools support Test
and Trace for the first six days of the upcoming holiday.
If your child develops COVID-19 symptoms, you will need to get them tested immediately and
inform the school of a positive result. You only need to inform us of a positive COVID-19 test result if your child developed symptoms within 48 hours of their last day in school. This
would mean that if they finish school on Friday 18th December, symptoms would need to have
started before Sunday 20th December at 3:30 pm (or time collected if in Sunset Club). This is
because the infectious stage is 48 hours prior to symptoms developing and if your child was at
school during this time, we would need to identify close contacts in the school community and
inform them to self-isolate.
If you need to report a positive case over the Christmas period, we ask that you complete the
COVID-19 report form which has been attached to the letter you received via email and is also
available on our school website, www.standrews.northants.sch.uk. You will then need to email
the completed form through the enquiries@standrewsceva.uk email. A member of the leadership team will contact you if this falls into the period where close contacts need to be identified.
Close contacts are defined as:


a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre), with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, including: being coughed on, having a face-to-face conversation
within one metre, having skin-to-skin physical contact, or contact within one metre for one
minute or longer without face-to-face contact



a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19
for more than 15 minutes



a person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19

If your child is identified as having had close contact with a confirmed positive case, we will contact you to inform you that they will need to self-isolate for 10 days. It is only the close contacts
who need to self-isolate and not all members of the family. We will contact you by text and this
will be followed up with an email. We will endeavour to contact you as soon as possible. Our
enquiries@ email will be monitored daily up to and including on Christmas Eve.
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation during these very unusual times.

We wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy new year.
From Mrs. D. Thompson/Miss M.
Davidson, Co-Head Teachers
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Autumn Term Gold Tokens
At St. Andrew’s, children can be awarded a special Gold token for outstanding behaviour, attitude and/or learning. These tokens can only be awarded by Mrs. Thompson,
Miss Davidson or Mrs. Gentry. Gold tokens can be exchanged for 10 house tokens
and Gold token winners have their certificate displayed in the Hall of Fame (otherwise
known as the school foyer!).
This term, we are proud to announce that the following children have received a Gold token:

Year R Sywell – Esmae

Year 3 Pitsford– Daisy

Year R Holcot – Cassandra

Year 4 Denton – Reece

Year 1 Overstone – Francie

Year 4 Brixworth – Tumishe

Year 1 Cogenhoe – Oakley-Mark

Year 5 Isham – Michalina

Year 2 Wilby – Bentley

Year 5 Althorp – Kareena

Year 2 Ecton – Beverley

Year 6 Grendon – Panashe

Year 3 Moulton – Stefania

Year 6 Lamport – Jamie-Lee

Well done and congratulations to all of these children!
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Christingle at St. Andrew’s—Lighting the
Christingles
This Year, each class held a Christingle service in their
classroom. There was also a short talk from the rector too
as he had kindly recorded a short video in church for the
children to watch! The children made the Christingles in the
morning of Thursday 10th December and they had a service with songs, prayers, verses and worship in the afternoon. The best part for the teachers was when the candles
were lit and the lights turned off. The best part for the children was eating the sweets!
Year R

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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Year R News
We have had another very busy term in Reception. We have learnt some more sounds and have been
focussing on our letter formation so that we can write recognisable letters. We have been trying to do
more independent writing, using our sounds and sound mats to help us, we are slowly getting more
confident doing this! In Maths this term we have been focussing on one more and one less and the
children have been busy in the different areas of our provision showing us one more and one less.
Thank you again for your engagement with Tapestry, we continue to look at your news and activities
on there each day, the children love to share these with us and share with their friends what they
have been doing at home! If you haven’t yet logged on, please do so!

With the second Lockdown this term we had to change our plans of
our weekly ‘Welly Wednesday’...we were able to get out onto the field
a couple of times and have been able to get back out since Lockdown
lifted. Our first ‘Welly Wednesday’ back out of the school grounds involved yummy hot chocolate as a treat. It was great to see how the
woods had changed in the few weeks since we had walked through.
The children love observing the changes, looking for wildlife and walking through the muddy puddles!
We are going to continue our ‘Welly Wednesdays’ next term, so please bring in your wellies and warm
coats each week!
Friday is still PE day, whilst the children are much better with getting changed, we are still losing items
of clothing weekly, so please make sure everything is clearly named!
Our topic this term has been ‘Bears’,
we had a great Teddy Bear Picnic out
on the field, the children loved sharing
their snacks and showing each other
their special bear. We have learnt all
about different types of bears, we have
read different stories about bears and
have written some facts about bears.
This term we had the job of the school
Nativity Production. COVID-19 has
changed our usual plans of school performances and performances to the
parents. However, we have been able
to put together a Christmas Nativity video performance which we hope you will all enjoy. We will be
uploading this to tapestry, so if you haven't already seen it, keep a look out! The children have been
busy practising their roles and the songs, they have loved getting into costume and acting.
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Year11 News!
News
Year

The children in Overstone and Cogenhoe have had a super term!
During the term, we assessed the children’s progress in reading, writing and maths
since we started back to school. We are so proud of the children and the hard work
they have put in. Their progress has been wonderful, especially in reading—a huge
thank you to all the parents who read regularly with the children, this has been vital to
their continued development. With the time in school missed last year, their reading
underpins everything that we do with the children.
The children have loved learning the story of The
Three Billy Goats Gruff this term, and last week
made their own versions of the story—both in
their oral retellings and their own written twist
on the tale! We had some super stories and the
children are responding brilliantly to the Talk for
Writing progress.

Last week the children really enjoyed our
Christingle Service. It was a little different
to usual services, but the children made
fantastic Christingles and took full part in
the classroom service.

Have a fabulous Christmas and New Year, and we can’t
wait to see the children back in January!
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Year 2 News

The Year 2 Team would like to thank you all for your
continued support and we wish you a very Happy Christmas!
In English, we have completed our very first, first of the month write, which
was a letter to Santa. Here are some of our letters. We hope he visits us!

The Great Fire of London
As historians, we have been researching and learning about the Great Fire
of London which began on the 2nd
September 1666.
We learnt about some of the reasons
for why the fire spread so quickly and
why the houses materials may have
been to blame too.
After learning about this event, we
designed and created
our own Tudor houses.

We investigated how fires would have been extinguished during 1666 and compared the tools and equipment with what our firefighters might use today.
Did you know that Northampton also had a great
fire in the September of 1675? It was more destructive than the fire of London and caused huge
amounts of damage.
In history, we created a Venn diagram to show the
similarities and differences between the 2 fires.

We then decided to hold our
own mini fire on our playground
to see what might happen.

Here are some amazing facts that we have learnt
about the Great Fire of London and Northampton.

•

Both fires started with an ember.

•

Houses
in 1666 and
1675 were
made of wood
and had thatched roofs, which meant
that the fire could spread easily.

•

.

The weather on both occasions was
very windy, which caused the fire to
spread quickly.
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Year 3 News
Year 3 have had a fantastic Autumn term and have been working very hard.
We hope you all have a lovely Christmas.

Who Were The Greatest Builders?

This term, Year 3 have been learning all about builders from the past. We started by
looking at the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age and then focussed on Ancient
Egypt. We learnt some facts about the country of Egypt, what farming was like in Ancient Egypt, why they built pyramids, who Tutankhamun was,
how they would write letters and numbers and the process of
Mummification. We mummified our own tomatoes to see if we
could preserve them. For our homework, we had to create something related to our topic. The staff were amazed at the creations and the time and effort which must have gone into this—so thank you to the adults at home for their help!
Remembrance Day
In Year 3, we learnt about Remembrance
Day and why we wear poppies now to commemorate this. We discussed our hopes
and wishes for the future and put these on
poppy petals. Using red and green leaves,
we made our own poppies.

Anti-Bullying Week
To raise awareness during Anti-Bullying Week, we took part
in Odd Sock day and discussed how it is good to be different.
It was fantastic to see so many children taking part in this—
well done!

Spanish
¡Hola! Year 3 have continued to enjoy their
Spanish lessons this term. We have learnt
how to say what our
name is, the Spanish
alphabet and different
colours.
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Year
News
Year 44 News
It has been a very busy term and we have been faced with lots of new challenges.
Connected Curriculum — Why do we speak English in school?
We have gone back in time to learn about the growth of the Roman Empire and the impact it had on Britain. Not only did it change many aspects
of life as we knew it but our language changed too. Did you know that
80% of the words in the English dictionary came from other countries,
with Latin being the biggest contributor?

Maths
We have done lots of work
on addition and subtraction, using
new methods and strategies. The
word problems were challenging
but we persevered.
We have continued to practice
our times tables.

English
In English, we have written an
Information text and investigated the
discovery of five new islands found in
the Atlantic Ocean. All TOP SECRET!!
We have learnt how to use generalisers, determiners, fronted adverbials,
direct speech and lots of new exciting
vocabulary.
We have also learnt 18 new spellings
in our daily Fast Spellings activity.

Spanish
Hola! Feliz navidad!
That means Hello . Merry Christmas.
Ask me what else I have learnt!

P.E.
We have focussed on running this
term - short distance sprint and
longer distance races. We have also
learnt how to throw the howlers and
this has really brought out our competitive streaks.
Olympics here we come!!

In R.E. we have been learning about
Festivals and Celebrations in our lives.
This included the celebrations in the
Christian calendar, such as Easter and
Christmas and Diwali and Ramadan that
are celebrated by Hindus and Muslims.

Don’t forget to read during the holiday!!

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! See you in 2021.
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Year 5 News
Northampton Castle
This term we have been thinking about conflicts
and the impact they have upon people. We
learnt about Northampton Castle, which was
built by Simon de Senlis in 1084, and was the
first major Norman castle. Unfortunately, all that
remains of it now is a gateway. In DT we have
made our own defence weapons to knock down
those castle walls.

Christmas Celebrations:
This year, Year 5 had some unusual post boxes in
their classrooms. As a year group, we have celebrated a Blitz style Christmas and decorated our
rooms in homemade decorations. As we enter the
festive season, we give thanks for all we have and
think of the challenges faced by others and those
before us.

Defeating the monster
Our Talk for Writing unit has focused on
the theme of defeating the monster. We
have studied the story of Beowulf and enjoyed writing our own narratives to develop our descriptive writing. Lots of us have been engrossed in this
term’s class reader—Room 13. Who or what is behind the door? Will
Fliss and her friends be able to save Ellie-May
before it is too late?
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Year 6 news
It’s been a strange old term but we have managed to fit in a lot! Mrs Connors and Mrs Worth had to
isolate in November and they missed the children and being at school terribly; and were very glad to
come back!! We had assessment week in November and we all worked really hard to show off how
much we have learnt this term!
In our Connected Curriculum work this term we have been learning about the history of Northampton
and learning all about the boot and shoe industry. We have been thinking about when was the best
time to live in Northampton and are creating our own project boards to show off what we have learnt.
In November we studied WW1 poetry and
wrote our own poems in the style of those
that we had studied. Here are some of them!

We have spent time making decorations for Northampton General Hospital to put
up to add a bit of Christmas cheer to their wards. We hope that these will help to
cheer anyone up who might be in hospital
over the holidays.

In English we have been inventing our own machines and then writing explanations about how they
work. We had lots of amazing ideas for new inventions including:
•

Parent-Pleaser machines—how to keep your parents happy!

•

Lockdown helper machines—how to keep entertained during lockdown or isolation.

•

Pet-Pleasers - how to keep your puppy happy.

YEAR 6 WISH THE WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALTHY AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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Sunrise and Sunset Club News
Here are some pictures of the children doing some of the
activities that we do during our clubs.
The children love to make and decorate things!

Wishing everyone a peaceful
Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sunrise Club serves different things for Breakfast like cereals, fresh fruits, toast and drinks and lots more. This ensures
your child is ready to learn during the day ahead and is a great start to the day.
Sunset Club offers safe and enjoyable care after school up to 5.45pm. Children are provided with a healthy snack such
as chopped vegetables with dips, fruit with yoghurts, pasta with cheese, beans on toast, etc. There are a range of fun
activities on offer for children to participate in.

Sunrise Club hours: 7.45am to 8.45am
Sunset Club hours: 3.15pm to 5.45pm
If you would like to join us, please contact the
school office on 01604 406486 or use the contact form
on the website: www.standrews.northants.sch.uk
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Nut Allergy
Please note that we have children in school who suffer
from a severe allergic reaction to nuts which can result
emergency medical intervention and is a life threatening
condition. We would ask that you do not pack any items
that contain nuts for snack or for lunch. If we find any food
for snack or lunch that
contains nuts, we will
have to take these away
from children.

Safety
Notice
Please ensure
that when
children come
onto or leave the school
premises that they keep to
footpaths, still maintaining social distancing. Please stay off
the car park and avoid shortcutting across the disabled
bays as we have recently had
near misses due to the number
of vehicles moving in this area.
Thank you.

IMPORTANT!!
Contact Numbers
It is extremely important that we
have 3 emergency contacts for
every child in the school.
If you change your mobile
number, please let us know
immediately!
Please make
sure we can
contact you
in the case of an
emergency.
Thank you!
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Dates for this School Year
Term Dates 2020 - 2021
Open to pupils on:

Closing on:

Term 3

Tuesday 5th January 2021

Friday 12th February 2021

Term 4

Monday 22nd February 2021

Friday 26th March 2021

Term 5

Monday 12th April 2021

Friday 28th May 2021

Term 6

Monday 7th June 2021

Friday 16th July 2021

Bank Holidays

Teacher Training Days

1st January 2021

4th January 2021

2nd and 5th April 2021

19th & 20th July 2021

3rd May 2021
31st May 2021

¡Hola!
Online Spanish Club Spring 2021!
Have fun learning Spanish and the culture
including games, songs and stories
£5.50 per session
Tuesdays 3.45pm – 4.45pm
Established since 2007, fully DBS approved
Up to 25 spaces - limited availability
Register your interest
with child’s name/year class email nina.costantino@virgin.net
by Tuesday 12th January
¡Hasta luego! See you soon!

