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Year 5 started off this term with a trip to Kenilworth Castle on 15th November braving the cold 
and learning lot. The following week they went off to Govilon in Wales for their 4 day residential in the 
Brecon Beacons National Park. They had enormous fun and you can read more about Year 5 trips on 
page 2. 

On the 19th and 20th November, the school was visited by Ofsted inspectors. They 
spend much of their time in classrooms talking to children and looking at their work. 
They were focussed on Reading and wanted to see that the whole curriculum was 
supporting children’s learning and deepening their knowledge. The inspectors were 
impressed with the children’s behaviour and attitude towards each other and learning. They could 
see that the children demonstrate our I ASPIRE values. They also recognised the huge amount of 
effort that staff and governors have made to ensure that children make good progress in their 
learning and overall development.  We are all very proud of the whole school community—children, 
parents, staff and governors for our Good outcome for Ofsted. We are now officially a GOOD school! 

You should have received the latest report as a letter and an email. You can also access it by going 
to https://www.standrews.northants.sch.uk/about/ofsted/  

Mrs Palmer is retiring. She is leaving this Christmas to begin her retirement and a party 
was held on Monday 16th December to celebrate her 16 years of dedicated service to 
St. Andrew’s and the many children that she has counselled and supported.  We wish 
Mrs Palmer a very happy retirement and all the best for her future.  

Miss Deveney got married in the October half term and now Mrs Roberts. She will be taking over as 
Learning Mentor after Christmas. Mr Kiloh–Munns will be started in January to take over Mrs Roberts 
TA role.  

There has been much excitement in the lead up to Christmas.                    

Year R have produced an amazing nativity called “Christmas 
Counts”. Needless to say, it involved lots of counting including 
sheep which made everyone feel a little sleepy—sweet dreams!       
Year R also went to West Lodge Farm on Monday 16th December 
to visit Santa and take part in a nativity with real animals to see and 
feed. You can read more about this on page 4. 

The Rector led the Christingle services on Thursday 12th December 
and the hall was lit up by over 100 candles which was a real awe and 
wonder moment!  

The Carol Service on Tuesday 17th December at St. Andrew’s Church was a time to remember the 
reason for the season as we sang Christmas carols and songs.  

The Choir went to the Weston Favell Centre on Thursday 19th December 
to sing a medley of songs to the shoppers and the supporting parents and 
to bring some Christmas cheer. 

Let’s not forget the staff panto on Friday 20th December followed by a 
visit from Santa with a sack full of toys and a party. What a great way to 
end the term! 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.  Isaiah 9:6 
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Look at the website for more pics and stories: www.standrews.northants.sch.uk 

Year 5 have had a busy half term! 

At the castle…. 
This term, Year 5 visited Kenilworth Castle which was famously gifted 
to Robert Dudley by Elizabeth I.  First built in the 1120s, and a royal 
castle for most of its history, it was expanded by King John, John of 
Gaunt and Henry V. Over the years it has played host to many im-
portant and royal visitors and so the staff of St Andrew’s felt very at 
home in the lavish surroundings. The children learnt a lot about why 
castles are built and enjoyed exploring the grounds and ruins as well 
as Leicester’s Gate House. The views from the top of the stone walls 
were phenomenal because we could see for miles and miles around. 
he 1120s and a royal castle for most of its history, it was expanded 
by King John, John of Gaunt and Henry V. In 1563 Elizabeth I granted 
it to her favourite, Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, who converted 

the castle into a lavish palace fit to entertain his queen. 

 

Y5:Our trip to Govilon 
On day one, we were full of excitement ;we got out from the coach and met 

at the spacious dining room to be instructed. Then , we got introduced to 

our room, there were three bunkbeds. After that, we got sorted into  our 

groups and they were Dragons, Leeks and Daffodils. To finish off, we did 

all the activities there were ;tunnel, waterfall walk, canoeing , bush craft 

and the big pit. 

Y5 all recommended that the best activity  was 

the waterfall walk and canoeing.  

Kyla & Maisie H 



3  

 

St. Andrew’s CEVA Primary Newsletter December 2019 
Ecton Brook Road, Ecton Brook ,Northampton, NN3 5EN 

Year 4 Performance 

After a very productive (although noisy) term, our Year 4 

children got to perform their Samba drums to the school 

and to parents. 

Over the term, the children have worked really hard to 

create the Samba composition, using an assortment of 

drums and percussion. 

We thought they did an amazing job! 

On Wednesday 20th November, Ecton and Wilby class set up 

their own mini fire as link to the Great Fire of London. 

As historians, we learnt about timelines and the events that 
led up to the Great Fire of London starting in Thomas Farrin-

er’s bakery in September 1666. 
As designers, we also designed and constructed houses in a 
tudor style which we then set fire to during the afternoon. 
This gave us the opportunity to see how if the weather af-
fected how quickly the houses burnt and how the materials 

that we used also helped the fire to spread quicker. 

We also had a visit from the firefighters on White Watch 
from Moulton Fire Station. They came in to speak to us 
about fire safety in and around the home as well as needing 
to do STOP! DROP AND ROLL! if we were ever in any danger 
near fire. We had the opportunity to sit inside the fire engine 
and also had a go at using the fire hoses to extinguish an 

imaginary fire. 

We have learnt so much this half term and have thoroughly 

enjoyed our connected curriculum work. 

 

 

Year 2 have their own mini fire! 
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Safety  
Notice 

 

Please ensure 
that when 

children come onto or leave 
the school premises that 
they keep to footpaths.  
Please stay off the car 
park and avoid short-

cutting across the disabled 
bays as we have recently 

had near misses due to the 
number of vehicles moving 
in this area. Thank you. 

Nut Allergy 

Please note that we have children in school who suffer 

from a severe allergic reaction to nuts which can result 

emergency medical intervention and is a life threatening 

condition. We would ask that you do not pack any items 

that contain nuts for snack or for lunch. If we find any food 

for snack or lunch that 

contains nuts, we will 

have to take these away 

from children.    

IMPORTANT!! 

Contact Numbers 

It is extremely important that we 

have 3 emergency contacts for 

every child in the school. 

If you change your mobile  

number please let us know 

 immediately! 

Please make 

sure we can  

contact you  

in the case of an  

emergency. 

Thank you! 
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St. Andrew’s  
Governing Body 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School Governors would like to give 

their huge congratulations to all staff and 

our thanks, for all their hard work in 

achieving the Good Ofsted. And we wish 

all staff, pupils and parents a very  

Happy Christmas and look forward to  

seeing them back refreshed for the  

Spring Term. 

 

               Reception News 
Our Reception class did an amazing performance of their Christmas Produc-

tion 'Christmas Counts' on Wednesday 11th December 2019. Well done to all 

the children and a big thank you to all friends and family that came along!  

On Monday 16th December the children from YR visited West Lodge Farm. 

They were immersed in all things Christmassy as they put on their special 

glasses and walked through the Twinkly Walkway, met elves, made reindeer 

food and met Father Christmas himself! The children have been working hard 

with St. Andrew’s expectations of behaviour and values and found they were 
all on the good list. Mr Reed was given a gentle reminder but told there is still 

time to get on the right list.  

In the afternoon the children took part in a Nativity which included live don-

keys, goats and falling snow. A wonderful day for all 

that went. 

 

 

Food Bank Vouchers 

If you or you know someone who may 

be in need of any Food Bank  

Vouchers, please get in touch with  

Mrs Francis—Family Support Worker 


